Observation no: 169 - 171 Ugandan-Tanzanian

Country-year: Uganda 1977

1. Did the current regime come to power in a military coup?
Yes.

Idi Amin Dada overthrew Milton Obote in a military coup in 1971.
2. Has the country ever experienced a military coup?

Yes.

The government at the time of the conflict came to power through a military coup.
3. Isthe country’s top leader a former military officer?

Yes.

Amin was an officer in the colonial British Army.

4. Are ethnic, sectarian, or racial criteria used to exclude segments of the
population from the officer corps?

Yes.

Amin ordered all Asian residents of Uganda to leave the country in 1972. Thus, it is
not possible to be in the officer corps and be Asian.! Amin also ordered the
execution of numerous members of the Langi and Acholi ethnic groups.?

5. Are there strict ideological requirements for entry into the senior officer
corps?

No.

According to an expert on the Ugandan military, “the turnover rate was very high,
thus leaving little room for the development of a political ideology.”3”
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6. Is party membership required for entry into the senior officer corps?
No.
After Amin “consolidated power, he declared all political parties illegal.”*

7. Does military training involve extensive political education or ideological
indoctrination?

No.
After Amin “consolidated power, he declared all political parties illegal.”>

8. Has the military been used to repress internal dissent in the last five
years?

Yes.

Soon after taking office, “Amin created several new, ethnically and religiously based
security organisations [sic], which reported directly to him and with ruthlessly
killed thousands of Ugandans.”®

9. Has the military been used to govern the country in the last five years?
Yes.

Idi Amin is a military officer.

10. Isthere a paramilitary organization separate from the regular military,
used to provide regime or leader security?

Yes.
Soon after taking office, “Amin created several new, ethnically and religiously based

security organisations [sic], which reported directly to him and with ruthlessly
killed thousands of Ugandans.””
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11. Isthere an internal intelligence apparatus dedicated to watching the
regular military?

Yes.

Soon after taking office, “Amin created several new, ethnically and religiously based
security organisations [sic], which reported directly to him and with ruthlessly
killed thousands of Ugandans.”8

12. Has a purge of the officer corps occurred in the last five years?

Yes.

Idi Amin “ordered the purge of dissident troops in Malire Mechanized Regiment in
1974.” Members of this purge included members of the officer corps, including

“Brigadier Charles Arube, one of the Chiefs of Staff, and Lt. Col. Michael Ondoga.”®

13. Isthere an institutionalized forum through which civilian leaders and
military officers regularly exchange information?

No.

While Amin occasionally met with civil society leaders, such meetings do not appear
to have been regular.1?
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