Observation no: 212
Country-year: France 1998
1. Did the current regime come to power in a military coup?

No.

2. Has the country ever experienced a military coup?
Yes.

In 1799, General Napoleon Bonaparte came to power as the First Consul, effectively
ending the French Revolution.! In 1851, Bonaparte’s nephew, Louis Napoleon,
dissolved the assembly of France’s Second Republic and reclaimed power by
military force.?

Additionally, the following two events have been coded both as coups and not as
coups. While they did not qualify as coups in the most recent dataset by Powells and
Thyne,3 historical information about these incidents is included below since the
literature is divided on the issue. In May 1958 the French Fourth Republic fell after
losing support from the army in Algeria.* The incident was inspired by the army’s
ultimatum not to abandon Algeria. The French military plan to take control of the
government allowed de Gaulle, a French general who was well-respected by the
military, to return to politics. The military ultimately called off their planned coup
when de Gaulle returned to government. The so-called “May Crisis,” resulted in a
complete institutional break from the Fourth Republic in France and rewriting of
the constitution to design a regime with a strong role for the President.> While this
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John B. Halsted, (Doubleday & Company Inc./Mass Market Paperback, 1972); Karl
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does not quality as a coup according to Powell and Thyne’s definition,® it has been
coded as a successful coup by previous authors.”

Additionally, on April 21, 1961, four generals in Algeria led a coup attempt known as
the Putsch d’Alger in an attempt to replace President Charles de Gaulle with a
military junta in response his pronouncement of the beginning of decolonization.?
The attempt was suppressed within four days. Again, while this not coded as a coup
by Powell and Thyne, it has been coded as an unsuccessful coup attempt by previous
authors.?

3. Isthe country’s top leader a former military officer?

Yes. President Jacques Chirac served in the French military from 1954 through
1957 as a conscripted junior army officer.1° He spent a year in Algeria in 1956 but
was injured. After 1957, Jacques returned to college and decided to pursue a career
in civil service after graduation.

Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, who served as Prime Minister of France from 1997 to
2002, was a second lieutenant in the Tank Corps in Germany at the end of the
Algerian conflict.11
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4. Is the military officer corps largely closed to those who do not share the
leader’s ethnic or sectarian background?

No.

5. Are there strict ideological requirements for entry into the senior officer
corps?

No.
6. Is party membership required for entry into the senior officer corps?

No.

7. Does military training involve extensive political education or ideological
indoctrination?

No.

That said, the army underwent a major reform process in 1996 when Chiraq
reconfigured and downsized the French military.1? Among various changes,
conscription was abandoned and army transitioned to an all-volunteer force.
France in the 1990s fits into the model of what has been called a “postmodern
military” by Moskos, Williams and Segal, in which the military, “undergoes a
loosening of the ties with the nation-state, becomes multipurpose in mission, moves
toward a smaller volunteer force, is increasingly androgynous in makeup and ethos,
and has greater permeability with civilian society.”13 The French army in the 1990s
increasingly saw the rise of “solder-scholars” replacing the old “citizen-soldier”
ideal.1

12 Ronald Tiersky, “French Military Reforms and Strategy,” National Defense
University Strategic Forum, Institute for National Strategic Studies, Number 94,
November 1996, accessed December 14,
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Moskos, John Allen Williams, David R. Segal, (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press,
2000).

14 Ibid., 56-60.



8. Has the military been used to repress internal dissent in the last five
years?

No.
9. Has the military been used to govern the country in the last five years?

No.

10. Is there a paramilitary organization separate from the regular military,
used to provide regime or leader security?

No.

11. Is there an internal intelligence apparatus dedicated to watching the
regular military?

No.
12. Has a purge of the officer corps occurred in the last five years?
No.

13. Is there an institutionalized forum through which civilian leaders and
military officers regularly exchange information?

Yes. Several reforms during the Algerian War after De Gaulle took over, from 1958-
1962, reshaped the civil-military experience in France and subordinated the
military to civilians. These included the creation of parallel chains of command, and
the creation of the ministerial delegation for armament, for example.1> Additionally,
the National Defense and Armed Forces Committee oversees laws and national
defense decisions.1® The committee can make decisions regarding the size,
organization, financing of force. It also has some oversight ability.1” Finally, the

15 Marc Ronald DeVore, “Armed Forces, States and Threats: Civil-Military
Institutions and Military Power in Modern Democracies,” Thesis (Ph. D.)--
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17 For more information, see, “LA COMMISSION DE LA DEFENSE ET DES FORCES
ARMEES,” Assemblee Nationale, accessed December 22, 2014,
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President is the Chief of the Army, with the Minister of Defense reporting directly to
him.18

18 “Le role du ministere de la defense,” (French), Ministere de la Défense, 2014-02-
24, accessed December 22, 2014, http://www.defense.gouv.fr/portail-
defense/ministere/le-role-du-ministere-de-la-defense.



