Observation no: 184

Country-year: Kuwait 1989

1. Did the current regime come to power in a military coup?
No.

2. Has the country ever experienced a military coup?

No.

3. Isthe country’s top leader a former military officer?

No.

Amir Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah had no military experience, though as the
Emir of Kuwait from 1977 - 2006 he served concurrently as the Supreme
Commander of the Military of Kuwait (much as the U.S. President is also the
Commander-in-Chief). 1

Prime Minister Saad al-Abdullah al-Salem al-Sabah had a background in security (he
served as President of the Police and Public Serve Department, Minister of Interior
and Minister of Defense before rising to Crown Prince and eventually becoming
Prime Minister) but was not a military officer.?

4. Is the military officer corps largely closed to those who do not share the
leader’s ethnic or sectarian background?

Yes.

While the policy is not written down, it is well-known that the military officer corps
of Kuwait is closed to Shiites, a sectarian minority in the country.3 Additionally,
major security posts have been monopolized by members of the ruling family or
closely related tribal groups.* The Ministry of Defense has always been led by a
member of the ruling family.>
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5. Are there strict ideological requirements for entry into the senior officer
corps?

No.

6. Is party membership required for entry into the senior officer corps?
No.

Political parties are technically banned in Kuwait, although citizens form voting
blocs that function similarly to parties. That said, membership in the royal family is
more important to military officer corps entry than political affiliation, as
membership connotes being pro-regime.”

7. Does military training involve extensive political education or ideological
indoctrination?

No.

8. Has the military been used to repress internal dissent in the last five
years?

No. The military was not directly used to repress internal dissent in the last five
years. That said, some of the internal terrorist attacks which resulted in the
deportation of thousands of Shiite Kuwaitis and other foreigners inevitably involved
the security forces for purposes of detention and expulsion.8 By 1987 some 26,898
people were deported for alleged security reasons.’

9. Has the military been used to govern the country in the last five years?

No.
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10. Is there a paramilitary organization separate from the regular military,
used to provide regime or leader security?

Yes. The Amiri Guard is responsible for the safety of the Amir. It was deployed
during the Iraq invasion in 1990 in the Battle of Dasman.1?

11. Is there an internal intelligence apparatus dedicated to watching the
regular military?

No. By institutional design, the military is clearly subordinate to civilians and the
royal family,!? so this would be unnecessary.

12. Has a purge of the officer corps occurred in the last five years?
Yes.

There are no precise figures, but it is rumored that Kuwaiti Shiites were purged
from sensitive security positions following domestic terrorist incidents following
the Iranian Revolution and during the Iran-Iraq war, particularly attacks in 1983
and 1985.12 In 1985, for example, a Shiite army officer recruited to foreigners
distributing leaflets calling for the ousting of the Amir.13 The officer was sentenced
to 10 years of prison in 1986. The incident coincided with a protest by national
police college cadets. Fear about un-loyalty within the security forces led to de facto
restrictions into the armed forces and officer corps.

13. Is there an institutionalized forum through which civilian leaders and
military officers regularly exchange information?

Yes.

There is absolute civilian control over the security apparatus and the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Defense, established in 1963, is managed by civilians only. On November
10th, 1987, the Supreme Council of Defense (SCD) was established.1* The SCD is
responsible for all defense issues, and is composed of a number of civilian cabinet
ministers.
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